Dear Richard,

Thank you for your email about the EU-Israel Association Agreement.

Along with my MEP colleagues in the Green Group in the European Parliament, I have been a long-standing campaigner for a just and peaceful solution in the Middle East which respects human rights. I visited Gaza last year and saw first-hand the injustice and humanitarian crisis there.  http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/news_detail.php?id=278.

I support a two-state solution, respectful of security and human rights on both sides, and have supported international diplomatic efforts and campaigns aiming to bring this about. Israel has the right to security, but Palestinians must also have their human rights protected.

I recently spoke at the national Remember Gaza - Free Palestine! demonstration in Trafalgar Square, and have addressed many such public events over the years. More information is available on my website at http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/news_detail.php?id=466.

In Brussels, I have hosted the Peace Cycle, a group representing a wide range of backgrounds, ages, faiths and nationalities, who have cycled to Palestine and the European Parliament to lobby MEPs to act for peace in the Middle East.

When I hosted the Peace Cycle in March this year, I supported their petition calling for the suspension of the EU-Israel Association Agreement on the basis that Israel is in breach of human rights obligations in relation to the Palestinian people. For more information see my press statement at http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk/news_detail.php?id=445.

In London, I have worked on projects and campaigns with organisations such as Jews for Justice for Palestinians and the Camden-based Abu Dis Friendship Association.

With Green Party colleagues in the Parliament, I pressed hard for Israel to lift its blockade on Gaza, and have spoken out against Israel's attacks on Gaza and the illegal wall. I have also criticised the rocket attacks from Gaza as civilians should not be targeted by any side. The European Parliament should refuse to endorse any extension of existing agreements and try to stop any upgrades of EU benefits to Israel until it abides by its international legal and humanitarian obligations. The UK Government, like other member states, has an important role to play, not least to oppose upgrading EU-Israel relations and urge other member states to take the same action.

If re-elected, I will continue to oppose any upgrading of EU-Israel relations, and in particular the EU-Israel Trade Agreement, until there is substantive progress towards a peaceful solution, respectful of human rights. I shall continue to raise these issues at EU, UK and international levels, and speak out publicly on these campaigns.

Thanks for raising this important issue with me ahead of the European elections.

Yours sincerely,

Jean Lambert MEP
Green Party Member of the European Parliament for London

web: http://www.jeanlambertmep.org.uk
facebook: http://www.tinyurl.com/jeanlambert
email: jeanlambert@greenmeps.org.uk
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                                             57 Park Avenue North
                                             London
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                                             Friday 8 May 2009

Dear Mary Honeyball, Charles Tannock, Jean Lambert, Baroness Sarah
Ludford, Robert Evans, Claude Moraes, Syed Kamall, Gerard Batten and
John Bowis OBE,

I am writing to urge you to take whatever steps you can to reduce the
support that the EU gives to Israel. Far from giving Israel specially
favourable terms of access to the EU, I believe strongly that a
boycott, both commercial and academic, is in the long-term interests
not only of the Palestinians but also of Israel itself. So long as
Israel believes that the EU and the USA will support it however
outrageously it may behave (e.g. in Gaza), they will never accept the
need for the normal diplomacy of compromise and respecting
international law.

Yours sincerely,  Richard Hudson, FBA

7663a7244436d7ea9f3e/9f884288d6fdd1edeab5
(Signed with an electronic signature in accordance with subsection 7(3)
of the Electronic Communications Act 2000.)

[ This message was sent by WriteToThem.com.  If you have had any
problems receiving this message, please email team@writetothem.com and
we'll get back to you. See www.writetothem.com for more details about
the service. We have sent this email to jeanlambert@greenmeps.org.uk;
if this address is out of date please email us so that we can update
our records. ]
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