Dear Richard Hudson
 

Thank you very much for writing to me about Palestine and Israeli actions there. I very much agree with you. Over recent months the news has been daily more horrific, as for example with the evidence of the 110 people forced into a house that was then shelled and 30 killed.

 

You may perhaps not know I am a member of the European Parliament’s Palestine Delegation.  I was there a few months ago and saw for myself the cruelty of the wall and the impact of the financial and trade freeze on that country. 

 

I was also in Gaza the day Israel previously resumed its indiscriminate bombardment there and I had earlier visited the main hospital with the WHO representative and seen the appalling wounds of men, women and children, including the evidence that experimental weapons had been used against them. The use of white phosphorous was also exposed by The Times. The actions of the Israeli government were and are wholly disproportionate, as they were when they conducted brutal assaults on civilian targets in Lebanon and in the whole ethos of the wall and the ghettoisation policy throughout Palestine. Tragically the same has now happened again and the innocents, including children lie dead and wounded.

 

I voted recently in the Parliament to take the proposal to enhance relations with Israel off the agenda and we were successful in this, although the Council of Ministers, including the British Government, tried to ignore this. You may want to write to them through your local MP.  We need to be alert to the possibility that further attempts will be made to bring a new agreement forward - particularly in the coming months of the newly elected Parliament. I am not myself standing again for election but I hope my colleagues will be alert on this.

 
With best wishes
 
John Bowis MEP

